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ACTION SS-25

R 041101Z  JUN 73
F М АMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD
То SЕСSТАТЕ  WASHDC 9493EYES

ONLY  FOR АSST. SЕСRЕТАRY SISCO AND АMB. MEYER

E.O. 11652: GO$
TAGBS: PINT, PKSUBJ:

BHUTTO'S APPEAL FOR HELP ON DOMESTIC POLITICALРRОBLEM

REF: . ISLAMABAD 4532

1.  BHUTTO'S PARTICULAR REASON IN WANTING TO TALK ТО
ME VERY SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURN FROM BRIEF LEAVE IN
IND I A BECAME APPARENT EA R LY IN OUR CONVERSATION AT

JUNE 3 (REFTEL).  НЕ CAME RIGHT OUT AND
SAID HE WOULD LIKE MY HELP IN FINDING SOLUTION ТО THE
TROUBLED POLITICAL, PROBLEM IN BALUCHISTAN. IN SHORT,
HE WANTED МЕ ТО APPROACH ЕХ-GOVERNOR BIZENJO WITH A
PROPOSAL, BHUTTO HAD ТО OFFER,

2.  AFTER RECOUNZING HIS NEGOTIATION WITH BIZENJO AND
МENGAL LAST MAY AND 	 DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THEN
(REFТEL), BHUTTO SAID НЕ WAS NOT ANXIOUS TO WORK bBACK
TOWARD THE UNDERSTANDING DISCUSSED IN MAY BUT THAT
HE WAS INHIBITED IN RESUMING DIRECT ROLES AGAIN AT
THIS MOMENT. BASICALLY,  HIS INHIBITION CAME FROM
SENSITIVITY  OF CERTAIN OF HIS OWN SUPPORTERS,
PARTICULARLY ВАLUCH GOVERNOR BUGTI AND CHIEF MINISTER JAM SAHIB
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OF LASBELA. THEY WERE DEAD S ЕТAGAINST
 FURTHER PRESIDENTIAL  NЕОТIATIONS

 (WHICH COULD NOT ВЕ KEPT SECRET) PRIOR ТО OR DURING
FORTHCOMING PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION NOW SCHEDULED
TO BEGIN JUNE 22.  BHUTTO FELT SIMILARLY INHIBITED FROM
CALLING ON HIS SPECIAL ASSISTANT, RAFI RAZA, ТО DO ТНE
JOB FOR HIM ВECAUSE THAT TOO WOULD BE EASILY TRACED ТО
THE РRESIDENT.

3. THEN BHUTTO REFERRED ТО WHAT HE TERMED MY HELP IN
GETTING UNANIMOUS ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION LAST APRIL,
ESPECIALLY MY TALK WITH BIZENJO AT THAT ТIME.
MY LETTER OF MAY 16 ТО АМВАSSADOR MEYER ON THIS SUBJECT.)
НЕ ADDED THAT НЕ KNEW ME 48 A GOOD FRIEND ОF PAKISTAN
AND ALSO A GOOD FRIEND OF BIZENJO. THAT WAS WHY HE
WAS ASKING ME ТО  HELP ON THIS P ARTICULAR ОCCASION. HE
THEN SPELLED OUT ТНЕ MESSAGE HE НОРED	 I WOULD PAS To
ВIZENJO (SEE PARA 7 BELOW).

4.  I SAID I WAS ТAKEN ABACK BY BHUTTO'S  SUGGESTION.
I WAS PLEASED THAT HE FELT SUCH CONFIDENCE IN МЕ AND
MY ABILITY TO CARRY OUT WHAT WOULDBE A DELICATE

EXERCISE.  НОWEVER, THIS WAS NOT THE ТУРЕ OF THING TN WHICH
DIPLOMATS--EVEN  FRIENDLY DIPLOMATS RAN INTO AS A
NORMAL PART OF THEIR DUТIES. BHUTTO АСКNОWLEDGED THAT
НЕ HAD MADE AN EXTRAORDINARY REQUEST. HE HAD DONE SO
BECAUSE OUR RLАТIONSHIP HAD ALWAYS BEEN FRANK AS WELL
As FRIENDLY, HE RECALLED THAT IN 1971 Х HAD COME TO HIM
WITH A RЕQUESТ  FOR HELP AND НЕ HAD IMMEDIATELY OBLIGED
(REFERENCE WAS TO MY APPEAL THAT BHUTTO USE HIS INFLUENCE
TO CALL OFF PPP SPOKESMEN AND PRESS WHO HAD BEEN ATTACK-
ING AMBASSADOR FARLAND).5.

 YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT I FELT VERY MUCH ON THE SPOT.
I FELT I SHOULD МАКЕ A DECISION THERE AND THEN RATHER
THAN FUDGE. TO SAY "NO, THANKS" WOULD HAVE BEEN  DIPLO-
MATICALLY IMPECCABLE BUT WOULD SURELY HAVE REDUCED VERY
SHARPLY WHATEVER VALUE I STILL HAVE НERЕ  AS SENIOR Us
REP. MORE THAN THAT, IT SEEMED TO МЕ THAT ВНUТТОS
PROPOSAL WA$ REASONABLY HONORABLE (ALTHOUGH IT HAS ITS
FAULTS) AND, IF IT PROVES ТО BE ACCEPTABLE TO NAP, COULD
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LEAD ТО AN IMPORTANT ABATEMENT OF WHAT IS PERHAPS
PAKISTAN'S MOST URGENT POLITICAL PROBLEM OF TODAY. I

THEREFORE TOLD BHUTTO THAT I WOULD  UNDERTAKE ТО  REACH
ВIZENJO AND CONVEY BHUTTO'S MESSAGE TO HIM. WE AGREED

CATEGORICALLY THAT I SHOULD UNDERTAKE NOTHING MORE
THAN ТО PASS ТНЕ MESSAGE ТО  ВIZENJO AND TO RALAY ТО
BHUTTO ANY MESSAGE WHICH BIZENJO МIGHT WISH TO SEND
THROUGH МE, I SAID I WOULD МАКЕ IT AS CLEAR AS I COULD
ТО ВIZENJO THAT МY AGREEMENT ТО PLAYING THIS ROLE
REFLECTED NOTHING MORETHAN MY INTEREST AND НО Р Е THAT
THE VARIOUS CONCERNED ELEMENTS WOULD FIND A WAY TO RESOLVE
A TROUBLESOME PROBLEM; ALSO  THAT I WAS ACTING IN A
PURELY, PERSONAL CAPACITY AS A FRIEND, AND NOTHING MORE;
I WOULD NOT VOICE ANY STAND PRO OR CON.

6. I THEREUPON ADDED THAT Т WAS WILLING TO ТАКЕ ON THIS
EXTRAORDINARY ASSIGNMENT BECAUSE OF MY RESPECT FOR
РRESIDENT BHUTTO AND FOR HIS EFFORTS ТО EVOVLE A REASON-
ABLE CONSENSUS ON ONE OF THE MOST URGENT PROBLEMS FACING
HIS COUNTRY. HE THANKED n,

7. AFTER DINNER I САМЕ BACK ТО ТНIS SUBJECT AND SAID
I WANTED TO JOT DOWN ТНE POINTS BHUTTO WANTED МE TO PASS
TO BIZENJO SO THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DANGER OF ERROR.
THE POINTS ARETHESE:

(A) PRESIDENT HAD REFERRED, DURING RECENT PRIVATE
CONVERSAT I ON WITH ME, TO TALKS  HE HAD HAD WITH BIZENJO
AND MENGAL ABOUT ES Т A ВLIS НМ EN Т OF AN NAP/JUI/PPP COALITION
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EX P ECTS ТО BE IN QUETTA.(E)

 AFTER END OF FORTHCOMING PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY
SESSION, DURING JULY, РRESIDENT WОULD	 IN TOUCH
DIRECTLY WITH ВIZENJO (OR MENGAL) TO CONFIRM UNDER-

STANDING.

(F) РRESIDENT WOULD ТНEN APPOINT GOVERNOR OF
РRЕSIDENT'S OWN CHOICE, BUT SOMEONE WITH WHOM NP WOULD
ВЕ НAPPY. (BHUTTO TOLD МЕ НЕ WAS ТНINKING OF NАМING
KHAN OF KALAT, OF TRADITIONAL BALUCH LEADING FAMILY.)

(G) PRESIDENT MUST MAINTAIN SOМЕ  CENTRAL, GOVERNMENT
MILITARY FORCES IN BALUCHISTAN FOR THE 	 TIME BEING; BUT IT IS

NEGOТIABLE AS ТО WНETHER CIVIL ARMED FОRCES RATHER
THAN ARMY MIGHT SUIT PURPOSE,

(H) AS PRESIDENT НАS ALREADY MADE CLEAR, IT IS
HIS INTENTION TO SUPPORT SIG N I F I C A NT INCREASE	 ECONOMIC
п V L О Р М N Т А С Т Г V Х Т у IN B A L U C H Т 5 А N
(I) РRESIDENT  WOULD LIKE NAP NOT TO OPPOSE MAINTE-
NANCE OF PRESENT GOVERNMENT IN QUETTA UNTIL АBOVE ARRANGE-
MENT HAS B EEN WORKED ОUТ. ТНIS COULD ВЕ DONE, FOR

EX A M P LE, BY ABSTENTION OF NAP МEMBERS FROM VOTE. O
CONFIDENCE ON СURRENT GОVERNMENT WHEN PROVINCIAL, ASSEMBLY

MEETS LATER THIS МО NТН OR IT COULD BE DONE IN  ANY OTHER
WAY THAT NAP WOULD PREFER, SUCH AS ARRANGING ТНАТ  NAP
МEMBERS OF РRОVINCIAL ASSEMBLY WOULD NOT BE PRESENT

WHEN CONFIDENCE VOTE ТАКЕN.

8. BHUTTO SAID, FOR MY INFORMATION B U T NOT TO МENTION
TO BIZENJO,  THAT НЕ WOULD BE WILLING TO WORK OUT A POST
FOR A NAP REP IN HIS СENTRAL CABINET, ONCE ABOFE ARRANGE-MENT

 НАS BEEN CONCLUDED.

9. FINAL ITEM IN PARA 7 АBOVE' MAY PRESENT TOUGHEST
PROBLEM FOR NAP, IF IT IS WILLING ТО ACCEPT OTHER POINTS
OF BHUTTO'S PROPOSAL.  WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO DIVULGE
АRRANGEMENT, IT WILL BE VERY НARD FOR THEM TO EXPLAIN

ABSTENTION OR ANYTHING OTHER THAN STRAIGHT VOTE АGAINST
ЕXISTING GOVERNMENT WHEN CONFIDENCE MOTION I$ 
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I  FELT I SHOULD GIVE YOU ТНIS RATHER DETAILED
ACCOUNT OF WHAT I НАVE ACCEPTED TO TRY ТО DO.
AWARE OF PITFALLS АND ALL TRY TO AVIOD ТНEM. WILL
KEEP YOU INFORMED.

11. HAVE ARRANGED FOR MEETING WITH ВIZENJO АT MY НOUSE
THIS  AFTERNOON (JUNE 4) LAY OUT PROPOSED 	 SCENARIO.
SOBER
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